


Riley Leon - Texas driver survived a tornado. A tornado that overturned his pickup truck. A 
truck that he junked it after the storm. A storm causing a major wreckage. 
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The teen driver who was caught on camera driving his truck through a Texas tornado is now the 


owner of a brand new Chevy pickup. 


Riley Leon, 16, was driving back to his home in Elgin from a job interview when he found 
himself caught up in the storm. The moment was captured in a video by storm chaser Brian 
Emfinger and viewed millions of times on Twitter and other social media platforms. 


“It happened in the blink of an eye and everything just went fast,” Leon said of the moment. 
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The truck, has been in his family for over a decade, was also damaged in the incident. Photos 
showed a dented and scrapped side with the windows blown out and the rear view mirrors are 
gone. 


Inside a truck in a tornado:Driver caught in tornado in viral video recounts experience as he 
faces medical costs, family says 


Now, the teenager and his family have a new truck thanks to a dealership in Fort Worth. Bruce 
Lowrie Chevrolet donated a brand new 2022 Chevrolet Silverado 1500 LT All Star Edition in 
Cherry Red to Leon and his family. Just like the old truck, the new one is also red. 


"We are thankful Riley is safe, commend his driving skills during a frightening situation, and our 
hearts are with other families in Texas that have been affected by these storms," the dealership 
shared on Facebook. 





A donation of $15,000 was made by Chevrolet to the family, too. Leon incurred a back fracture 
during the incident. Knowing this, Leon's teacher at IDEA Public Schools in North Austin 
started a GoFundMe to help cover costs. As of this writing, the fundraiser has exceeded its 
$30,000 goal. 


Watch the ceremony at the dealership here: 


https://www.statesman.com/story/news/2022/03/30/chevy-truck-tornado-viral-video-texas-d 
river-riley-leon/7220495001/ 
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